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Architecture Collection (AR)

Atlas

Books 000 – 699

 700 – 999, Q

 Older books (B)

 Older books (BQ)

 Older books (2BQ)

Chinese (C) and Korean (K) Collections

Folios

Japanese Collection (J)

Journals Current journals (PER)

 Older journals (2PER)

Laws Collection (LAWS)

Large Folios (LF)

Map Collection

Music Collections

National Fairground Archive (NFA)

Newspapers Current newspapers

 Microfilm Newspapers Collection

Oversize scores

Parliamentary Papers & Sessional Papers

Record Societies Collection (PER 920.5 – PER 930.5)

Reference Collection

Special Collections & Archives

Store Collections (CM, DISS, EASL, HHL, PEARCE)

TES, THES, TLS

Thesis (Request at the Information Desk)

Collections

Some of our collections 
are in the process of 
being moved. StarPlus, 
the Library catalogue, is 
up-to-date and you can 
check this for details 
of the current location 
of items or ask staff at 
the Information Desk on 
Level 5.

 Book issue/return

  Information Desk / 
Welcome Desk

 Toilets

 Accessible toilet

 Platform lift

 Porters Lodge

 Snack area

 Water fountain

Abbreviations key

AR –  Architecture 
Collection

MH – Main Hall
MS – Main Sequence
NFA –  National 

Fairground 
Archive

RR – Reading Room
W –  Wolfson 

Technology 
Resource Centre
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Library Facilities

A4 scanner

A3 scanner

Black & white_A4 printer

Black & white_A4_A3 
printer

Black and white/colour 
photocopier

Book issue

Book issue/return

Colour printer

Group study spaces

Height adjustable desk

Information Desk 

Laptop zone

StarPlus – Library 
catalogue

Microfilm reader/
printers

Mobile phone zone

Networked computers

Quick Print pc's

Quiet study

Silent study

Snack area

Toilets, shower and 
water fountain

Value loader

Welcome Desk 



Welcome to Western 
Bank Library. The 
Library was opened in 
1959 by T.S. Eliot. This 
landmark building 
has been extensively 
refurbished and 
this guide provides 
an introduction to 
the different spaces, 
collections and Library 
facilities available.

Group study spaces
These are located on Level 4 and 
can be used when you need to work 
collaboratively on an assignment. They 
can be booked using the My services – 
myRooms&Resources in MUSE. These 
rooms are not intended for use by 
individuals. Please be considerate of 
others working around you and keep 
noise to a minimum.

Issue and return
On Level 5 in the Main Hall you will find 
self-service facilities which you can use 
to borrow or return books. There are 
also self-service issue facilities on Level 
4 and during staffed hours transactions 
can be carried out at the Information 
Desk on Level 5.

Getting hold of  
material on Level 1
Books held on Level 1 in the BQ sequence 
can be borrowed. Find the item you 
want using the library catalogue and 
click on the ‘Request’ button to order it. 
We’ll send you an email when the item is 
ready for collection. Reference material 
on Level 1, for example theses, can be 
ordered in person from the Information 
Desk on Level 5, by phone, 0114 222-7296, 
or by email, library@sheffield.ac.uk

Special Collections 
& Archives
Western Bank Library is home to 
approximately 25,000 rare books and 
over 150 Special Collections consisting 
of archives, manuscripts, photographs, 
books, pamphlets and scores. It is 
a unique resource which supports 
research and teaching, and welcomes 
both the academic community and the 
wider public.

www.shef.ac.uk/library/special

Customer Service
During staffed service hours library 
staff are available at the Welcome Desk 
on Level M to deal with membership 
and directional enquiries. Staff at the 
Information Desk on Level 5 are available 
to help with these and all other queries. 
Please ask if you require help.

Access for people with  
mobility difficulties
Swipe-card access to the lift lobby can 
be provided for registered members 
of the library, (please ask a member of 
library staff for details). Alternatively, 
a Porter/Concierge will escort you to 
the lift. If there is no-one at the Porters 
Lodge on Level G use the telephone 
provided to request assistance. Please 
note that wheelchair users can access 
Levels 4 and 5 only.

Silent study
Levels 5 and 6 in the Reading Room are 
designated as silent study areas and 
Level 4 during exam periods. If you are 
using personal audio equipment please 
make sure no-one else is able to hear 
your music.

Quiet study
Levels 3, 4 and Architecture Collection 
are designated as quiet study areas. The 
noise in these areas should be kept to a 
minimum. If you want to work in groups 
please use the Group study spaces.

National Fairground Archive
This archive is a unique collection of 
material covering all aspects of the 
culture and history of travelling fairs 
and entertainment from the 1800’s to 
the present day. The archive is open 
to all but please check the webpages 
regarding access.

www.nfa.dept.shef.ac.uk

Access to the internet
There are networked computers on 
Levels 3 and 4 and on Levels 5 and 6 in 
the Architecture Collection. Access 
to the wireless network, Eduroam, is 
available throughout the building and 
staff and students who have registered 
for SCONUL membership and whose 
home university uses Eduroam will be 
able to access the wireless network. 
There are power sockets to plug in your 
laptops in many areas of the library. 
Laptops may be used on all levels and 
there is a laptop priority area on Level  
6 in the Reading Room.

Customers who are registered as 
External Borrowers and NHS staff who 
have registered with the library can use 
the Guest Wireless Service. Please ask 
at the Information Desk for the Wepkey 
(username and password) to access this 
service.

Walk-in access to many of the electronic 
journals from the University’s portfolio 
(those electronic journals where the 
publisher permits access to authorised 
walk-in users) is available to customers 
who have registered for external 
membership.

Printers, photocopiers  
and scanners
Printers are for University staff and 
students only.

• Level 6 AR – Black & white 
_A4_A3 printer

• Level 5 AR – Colour_A4_A3 printer 
and A3 scanner

• Level 5 Main Hall – Black & white_A4  
printer and 3 black and white/colour 
photocopiers

• Level 4 and Level 3 – Black & white_A4 
printer and a black and white/colour 
photocopier

• Level 4 W – A4 scanner

• All photocopiers have scan facilities

Top up your UCard
There is a value loader on Level 5 where 
you can add credit to your UCard. If you 
don’t have the right money staff at the 
Information Desk will be happy to credit 
your account using your Debit/Credit 
card. Alternatively you can top-up using 
the My services – myPrinting account 
service in MUSE.

Exhibition Gallery
The Exhibition Gallery on Level M has 
a number of temporary exhibitions 
a year. All are welcome to visit these 
exhibitions. Access to the exhibitions  
for external visitors is only during 
staffed library hours.

Mobile phones
These can be used on Levels G, M,  
and Level 5 Main Hall. While you’re in 
the building keep your phone on silent 
at all times, and please remember to 
keep your phone conversations to an 
acceptable level.

Food and drink
Levels 5 & 6 Bottled water only
Levels 2 – 4 Cold food, hot/cold drinks
Level G Hot/cold food and drinks

Toilets, shower &  
water fountain
These are located on Level G. Additional 
facilities are available near the Plaza 
Cafe in the Arts Tower.


